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The Importance of Documentation of
Human Rights Violations in Sri Lanka
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Inconsistencies in facts and figures

UN Commission on Human Rights have received
12,000 complaints of disappearances from Sri
Lanka

Presidential commissions on inquiry into
Disappearances reports over 30,000 disappeared

NGOs Claim ‘more than 60,000 fear to be
disappeared’



National Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka

Established in 1997 under the Human Rights Commission Act 21 of
1996

Functions of HRC

eEducation
*Prevention of Torture

Recommendations to the Government on Human Rights
legislations



Measures taken recently to stem
violations of human rights

Torture Act of 1994

Zero tolerance on Torture Policy by National Human
Rights Commission

Amendment in the detention period in police custody
from 24hrs to 48hrs

Human Rights Education to Armed Forces and Police



Role of NGOs .......

Provision of Legal Aid

Counseling of victims of torture
Humanitarian Assistance
Education on human rights
Rehabilitation & Reconstruction
Community development
Capacity Building

Advocacy



About The Asia Foundation

The Asia Foundation is a non-profit, non-governmental
organization committed to the development of a peaceful,
prosperous, and open Asia-Pacific region. The Foundation
supports programs in Asia that help improve governance and
law, economic reform and development, women's
empowerment, and international relations.

With a network of 17 offices throughout Asia, an office in
Washington, D.C., and its headguarters in San Francisco, the
Foundation addresses these issues on both at a country and
regional level.



Introduction to the Human Rights

Accountability Coalition (HRAC) project



HRAC- Member Organizations

Consortium Of
Humanitarian Agencies
(CHA)

Home for Human Rights
(HHR)

Forum for Human Dignity Institute of Human Rights
(FHD) (IHR)




Objectives of the HRAC

Who? Did What? To Whom? Where? And When?

Figure 1: schematic of basic human rights violation s data model



Objectives of the HRAC

To facilitate the pooling and sharing of human rights
violations data among member NGOs and others Iin
order to support the development of a massive,
objective and undeniable statistical record of
human rights violations

To promote the use of quantitative approaches and
statistical tools and methods for the systematic
collection, analysis, and reporting  of human rights
violations by human rights NGOs in Sri Lanka.



Obijectives cont...

To provide human rights NGOs with tools
(procedures, forms, software, and technical expertise)
to improve the accuracy, objectivity, consistency,
and credibility of their reports, and to ensure the
security of their data on human rights violations.

To inject new, objective, and scientifically rigorous
evidence Iinto the local and international human rights
discourse about human rights violations connected to
Sri Lanka’s ethnic and political conflicts



Phase 1
Capacity Building and Networking



Controlled Vocabulary

Sample:



Controlled Vocabulary sample cont.



STANDARDIZED DATA CODING
FORMS



Source Form

Before Modification After Modifications
Source ID Primary Source
Type of Source Date of Source
Interviewee ID Location Code
Date of intervention/ Source/Precession District

Date Division

News Paper Name Place

Court Petition Number Date Coder ID
High Court Type of Source
Supreme Court Source ID
Magistrate Court NGO Tracking No
Court of Appeal Informant ID No

Other Interviewer NoO



Source Form

Before Modification After Modification



First Name

Surname

Common Name

Name as in official document
Current address
Permanent address
Sex

Date of Birth
ID/Passport Number
Marital status

Number of children
Urban/Rural
Occupation

Spouse's occupation
Number of dependants
Sole breadwinner
Income status
Ethnicity

Religion

Domicile

Person Form

Person ID

Known Person
Unknown Person
Unknown Group

No in Group

Surname or Title

First Name or Unit
Common Name or institution
Sex

Date of Birth

ID Number/Passport
Marital Status

Number of children
Urban/Rural
Occupation

Spouse’s Occupation
Number of Dependants
Income Status

Sole Breadwinner
Ethnicity

Religion

Domicile

Contacts with relatives or friends




Person Form

Before Modification After Modification



Incident Form

Before Modification

After Modification



Violation Form

Before Modification

After Modification



TRAINING

January 2001- By Dr. Patrick Ball
Director of HRDAG

April 2002 - By Romesh Silva
Technical Field Consultant-HRDAG

April 2004 - By Romesh Silva
Technical Field Consultant-HRDAG



Quality Control Measures

Coders Log Book: Motivation for using the Log
Book

To help individual coders and group of coders
to maintain a systematic, sequential numbering
system

To provide a log of any issues arise when
coding, which made it difficult to code the
Information



Sample : Log Book



Sample

Presentation of Preliminary Findings

December 2004



In the Final Analysis, the HRAC partners are
working towards establishing an accurate
objective undeniable and comprehensive

record of past and present human rights
violations in Sri Lanka



Thank You

The Asia Foundation
Home for Human Rights
Consortium of Humanitarian Agencies
Institute of Human Rights
Forum for Human Dignity



